
 

 

 
Ancient Egyptians  Vocabulary  

Ancient  Belonging to the distant past. 

Civilisation A group of people with their own languages and way of 

life.  

Fertile Able to support the growth of a large number of strong 

healthy plants.  

Shaduf A tool used to move water from one place to another 

Achievement  A result gained by effort 

Hieroglyph A writing system that uses pictures and symbols  

Archaeologist Somebody who looks at ancient sites and abjects to 

learn about the past 

Antiquities Ancient times 

Scribe A person who copies writing  

Society A large group of people who live together in a organised 

way 

Sarcophagus A stone coffin or container to hold a coffin 

Excavation To form a cavity or hole in 

Inscription  Something that is inscribed  

Papyrus  The first form of paper 

Mummification  A process where the skin and flesh of a corpse can be 

preserved 

Hierarchy  A  body of persons graded according to rank or level  

Canopic jar  Jars to hold mummified remains  

Creation  The act of bringing the world into existence  

Sphinx A mythical creature with a human head and a lion’s body 

Pharaoh The most important and powerful person in Egypt 

Key knowledge  
Egypt is situated in the northeast corner of Africa.  

The Ancient Egyptian Civilisation was one of the world’s 

first civilisation. The ancient Egyptians build huge pyra-

mids, temples, palaces and tombs.  

The river Nile is more than six thousand five hundred kilo-

metres in length and it passes through elven modern 

countries. 

The river Nile provided ancient Egypt with fertile soil and 

water for irrigation, as well as a means to transporting 

materials for building projects.  

Daily life in ancient Egypt revolved around the Nile and the 

fertile land along its banks. The yearly flooding of the Nile 

enriched the soil and brought good harvests and wealth to 

the land.  

The Ancient Egyptians build pyramids as giant burial tombs 

for the most important people in their society, the phar-

aohs. 

Inside each of the pyramid is a mummy. 


